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In our use of the earth, we may need to change  

from a paradigm of “growth” to “homemaking” 

________ 

The principle of growth…  

is a self-investment strategy, visible in all natural systems during their initial 

development.   Equally universal is that those achieving longevity 

 will have switched to a principle of homemaking as their strategy. 

With our “SDG’s” still failing to account for the reaction of the growth economy 

to the hard limits of the earth, we’re likely not talking about providing 

enormous scales of investment for sustainability. 

It’s likely we’d instead produce a world of ever increasing competition 

over shrinking funds and resources. 

Growth systems meeting increased resistance to growth 

naturally respond by creating swelling inequities. 

The more competitive parts keep growing, but it’s by taking over the markets 

and driving up the costs for all others.   It would be like what we see today, as a 

great swelling of inequities throughout the world.  It’s why we can’t wait, too. 

How a market economy changes from a growth to a homemaking approach is by 

learning to qualify investment returns for how well they care for whole 

environment producing them, which a systems “eco-balance” sheet showing 

both economic profits and liabilities, a “reality math” approach. 

It’s a major rethinking, but the idea and economics of making our home 

can carry us through. 

Humans are very adaptable in certain ways, but only able to change using old 

ways as a bridge to new ones, both for how we think and work. 

Change can be emotionally and culturally challenging, and for rethinking our 

relation to nature, possibly easy to underestimate. 

Finding a new way of thriving on earth is such a big change, maybe only going 

directly there, making all efforts to ease the way, will get us there. 

The real work would be to expand our awareness of how nature works, both 

our environment’s and our own nature, learning to read the true conditions for 

both what to change and how to communicate it at the same time. 

We’d be feeling our way along, toward creating a new fabric of culture without 

some of the old habits  

that led us into what now appears to be growing danger.
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